
Prayer at Time of Death 
Any person is permitted to lead this form of prayers.  It can be used at the hospital bed or 
other place of death, or in your home if access to the deceased is not permitted. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: 
for you are with me, 
your rod and your staff are my comfort. Psalm 23:4 

Blessèd be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whose great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 1 Peter 1:3 

The Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis 

Lord now you let your servant go in peace: 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation: 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people, 
a light to reveal you to the nations: 
and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

As Christ teaches us we pray 

Our Father in heaven,    (or use the traditional version,  
hallowed be your name,    or the prayer in te reo) 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.    Amen. 

The Commendation 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 
nothing in death or life, 
in the world as it is or the world as it shall be, 
nothing in all creation can separate us from your love. 



We commend N into your loving care. 
Enfold her/him in the arms of your mercy. 
Bless her/him in her/his dying and in her/his rising again in you. 
Bless those whose hearts are filled with sadness, 
that they too may know the hope of resurrection; 
for the sake of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Go forth N (Christian soul), on your journey from this world, 
in the love of God the Father who created you, 
in the mercy of Jesus the Redeemer who suffered for you, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit who keeps you in life eternal. 
May you dwell this day in peace, 
and rest in the presence of God. Amen.  

Now therefore, N, 
we commit your body to be buried / cremated, 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust; 
in the sure and certain hope 
of the resurrection to eternal life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Then may follow this prayer for family and friends. 

God of all consolation, 
grant to those who sorrow 
the spirit of faith and courage, 
that they may have the strength to meet the days to come 
with steadfastness and patience; 
not sorrowing without hope, 
but trusting in your goodness; 
through him who is the resurrection and the life, 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 

Other prayers may follow. 

The Blessing 

The minister may say 

Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you (or us) to defend you, 
within you to keep you, 
before you to lead you, 
beside you to guard you, 
and above you to bless you. 
Amen.  


