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CREATION
2020

M O N T H  O F  P R A Y E R  A N D

A C T I O N  F O R  T H E  C A R E  O F

C R E A T I O N



INVITING ALL
MINISTRY UNITS TO
GET INVOLVED!

The Season of Creation is an annual celebration of prayer and

action to protect the environment. Since 2009, the Anglican

Consultative Council has called on provinces to include the

Season of Creation in their yearly pattern of worship. Each

year, from 1 September to 4 October (the Feast Day of St

Francis of Assisi), Christians from around the world would

reflect on our relationship with creation and our mission to

safeguard the integrity of creation. 

 

In the Anglican Diocese of Auckland, some Ministry Units will

already participate in the Season of Creation. In the

Lectionary - Te Maramataka, Saturday (3 October) and

Monday (5 October) are Days of Prayer for the Care of

Creation - Ngā rā īnoi kia tiakina ngā mea katoa i hanga. 

 

This year, the Auckland Anglicans Response to Climate (AARC)

collaboration group (formerly the Zero Carbon Collaboration

Group) of Anglican Climate Action Network (ACAN), the

Diocesan Social Justice Group (SJG), ADJust - Diocese of

Auckland Young Anglicans for Social Justice and the

Sustainability Field Worker, would like to encourage all Ministry

Units to consider using the month of September to draw focus

on creation care and climate justice.



WHAT WOULD IT
REQUIRE?

We encourage each Ministry Unit including the vestry and

clergy, to work with their Sustainability Champion(s) to pull

together a sustainability team to plan for the Season of

Creation. 

 

One of the focuses of this season is incorporating creation

care into our worship and liturgy and organising climate

actions that safeguard the integrity of creation and respond to

the urgency of climate change during the month of

September. 

 

The Sustainability Field Worker, as well as members of the

AARC collaboration group are available to work with

Sustainability Champions and the sustainability team to

develop an action plan, as well as to offer support. 

 

Once a Ministry Unit has a sustainability team together, you

may like to book in the Sustainability Field Worker for a chat

sometime in July or August.

 

Sustainability Field Worker: Cathy Bi-Riley 

sustainability.fieldworker@aucklandanglican.org.nz 

 

The AARC collaboration group would like to make sure that

each story of action is told. During the Season of Creation we

ask the sustainability team to take photos and videos to  share

their Ministry Unit story using social media, or send this content

to the Sustainability Field Worker to make available to others.



There are great liturgical resources available to draw inspiration from for our church

services and gatherings. Ministry Units may wish to dedicate the entire month of

September to the Season of Creation, or choose some Sundays over the month to

focus on creation care. 

 

Within the New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, there are

prayers and liturgies that draw attention to our relationship with creation. Ministry

Units can use the Eucharistic Liturgy - Thanksgiving for Creation and Redemption (pg

456 - 475) during the Season of Creation. 

 

The collect prayer provided by the Lectionary 2020 - Te Maramataka 2020 for

Sunday the 4th of October has a focus on creation care. 

 

For other weeks, the sustainability team could look at the Sunday lectionary readings

and write collect prayers that explore how the readings give us insight into our

relationship with creation; how we can care for our neighbours affected by climate

change; our role in safeguarding the integrity of creation, etc. This may also provide

inspiration for the sermon.

 

Below are three good online sources of inspiration for participating in Season of

Creation: 

WORSHIP AND LITURGY RESOURCES

The Anglican Communion

Environmental Network has a

great assortment of resources,

gathered from dioceses and

faith communities around the

world.

https://acen.anglicancommunion.org/resources/season-of-creation.aspx

https://acen.anglicancommunion.org/resources/season-of-creation.aspx


The Anglican Church of

Southern Africa has liturgical

resources related to

environmental thematic areas

and the liturgical calendar. They

also have great resources for

youth and children.

(Note: fact sheets and liturgical materials provided relate specifically to the South

African context, which may need to be adapted for the New Zealand context.)

 

http://www.greenanglicans.org/resources/#liturgical

 

A Rocha New Zealand is an

ecumenical organisation that

has a good collection of

resources on their website. The

Rich Living study guides relate

specifically to the New Zealand

context. There are also sermons,

podcasts and articles from New

Zealand churches related to

creation care and climate

justice.
https://www.arocha.org.nz/

http://www.greenanglicans.org/resources/#liturgical
https://www.arocha.org.nz/


CLIMATE ACTION DURING
SEASON OF CREATION

Climate change has become a pressing global crisis that is already impacting our
health, homes and livelihoods. The New Zealand Ministry for the Environment projects
that due to climate change, New Zealand is likely to experience higher surface
temperatures, rising sea levels and more frequent drought and flooding by the end of
this century. 
 
As members of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, it is
important to acknowledge the significant impact that climate change and sea level
rise will have for our Pasefika neighbours. 
 
Slowing down global warming caused by greenhouse gases is a key element of our
care for creation and love for our neighbours and communities vulnerable to the
consequences of climate change. As the Anglican Church, we have a responsibility to
actively reduce our carbon footprint. 
 
Ministry Units use electricity; staff and church attendees use motor vehicles; activities
and events produce waste; all of which contribute to our carbon footprint. While we
cannot eliminate our carbon footprint overnight, we can start by taking steps towards
its mitigation.

Addressing our Carbon Footprint

We encourage all Ministry Units to begin this journey by using the New Zealand Tōitu
carbon calculator for households (www.toitu.co.nz/calculator) to measure the current
one year operating carbon footprint of the Ministry Unit. This easy and free to use tool
can be adapted to calculate the basic operational carbon footprint of the Ministry
Unit looking at power usage, transport and waste production. 
 
Documentations required include: one year history of electricity and LPG bills, number
of Km travelled by Ministry Unit staff, type of vehicle used, flights taken, litres of waste
produced by the Ministry Unit per week, etc.
 
The sustainability team can work with vestry on these calculations ahead of time, to
present the findings to the church community.

Measuring our Carbon Footprint

http://www.toitu.co.nz/calculator


Focusing on the areas of the Ministry Unit’s calculated operating carbon footprint:
power usage, transport, and waste production, the Ministry Unit can make a
concerted effort to reduce this carbon footprint over the Season of Creation.
 
Ministry Units may wish to do a travel audit that looks at how people usually travel to
church events including worship and dedicate one Sunday where church goers
decide to use low-carbon transport options and carpooling.
 
Discuss with the Sustainability Field Worker what focus might be relevant for the
Ministry Unit and where there might be support available.

Mitigating our Carbon Footprint

The Ministry Unit could look at how they can offset their carbon footprint through
planting trees on their land, or joining in community planting days, or other carbon
sequestering activities such as no-till gardens and biochar.
 
Planting trees is relatively uncontroversial and accessible. Trees limit nutrients getting
into waterways, and when planted on erodible land they conserve topsoil and stop
mud slipping into rivers and lakes. They’re a home for birds, beetles, and other
species. Importantly trees store atmospheric carbon dioxide and convert it to the
oxygen we breathe.
 
Pine trees are the fastest for carbon sequestering, however native trees offer a long
term investment as a carbon sink and restoration of our unique ecosystem. Fruit trees
are a good option for providing a local food source for the community, although the
carbon sequestering capacity of fruit trees is not well known.
 
New research is looking at the potential of soil and its minerals to be looked after as
a carbon sink. It is thought that the earth beneath our feet is holding up to three times
as much carbon as is found in the atmosphere. It is possible to create a backyard
carbon bank by increasing the amount of organic matter stored in the soil.
 
‘Carbon farming’ is the practice of building healthy soils by replacing the organic
matter that has been lost. Creating a no-dig garden is the way to lock up the carbon
in your soil. Use organic mulches (prunings, clippings etc.) to prepare planting beds
and feed the soil organisms that nourish your plants.

Offsetting our Carbon Footprint



Ministry Units may like to host a workshop related to an area of sustainability such as
gardening, composting, tree planting, recycling, climate change, water conservation,
pātaka kai, biochar making, repair cafe, etc. Ministry Units can draw on local
expertise within the church, from across the diocese or from local organisations.
Practical workshops can reach across generations and build a stronger sense of
community.

Sustainability Workshops

Pukekohe Anglican has run a six week 'grow your own food' course for members of
the local community. 

Tairua/Pauanui Local Shared Ministry Unit created a resource for the local
community about recycling in a rural context, and their Op Shop is a drop off point
for some e-wastes such as batteries. 

St Peter’s Onehunga hosted a Repair Cafe during the Onehunga Fair where
people could bring clothing and fabric items to be mended.

Season of Creation is a good opportunity to find ways to connect with local initiatives
in the community. This may range from volunteering at local tree planting events,
visiting and building relationships with local community gardens, and supporting
sustainability initiatives by raising awareness of their work.
 
Ministry Units may also wish to organise events that draw the local community to the
church. There are many great stories around the diocese of Ministry Units which have
reached out to their local community, often partnering with existing initiatives. Some
examples include: 
 

 

 

Outreach and Community Engagement



Our church has a prophetic role to champion new public policies and actions that
address the underlying causes of the climate crisis. Our prophetic role extends to
exploring and understanding the ways in which our society has been structured and
how these structures are responsible for, and profit from, the destruction of our
environment. Ecological justice and restorative action for all the earth lies at the
heart of what it means to be Christian in the twenty-first century. 
 
Ministry Units may wish to invite a climate advocacy organisation to share about how
they are campaigning for climate justice. Alternatively, there might be a local issue
that a Ministry Unit would like to champion and make their voices heard by decision
makers. In the lead up to the general elections, the Ministry Unit could organise a
'meet the candidates' event and find out more about what political party’s views are
on key environmental issues and climate change.

Advocacy and Climate Justice

Creation care, liturgy and theology
Climate change, mitigation and carbon footprint
Gardening and composting
Reaching out to the wider community
Advocacy, activism and social justice
Youth engagement

There are a range of skills and expertise around the Diocese and within the AARC
collaboration group. Please get in touch if you would like some input regarding:
 

 
ACAN has a library of books related to sustainability, climate justice and theology
that anyone can borrow from.
 
Connect with the Sustainability Field Worker regarding what you're looking for and
they will put you in touch with someone who might be able to help!
 
Alternatively, join our Sustainability Champion Facebook group at: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1717531601719508/

HERE TO SUPPORT!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1717531601719508/

