
Readers  Script

Monday Evening Worship: To Love We Are Called 

Before contemplating the Love unfolding in the events of Holy Week, we re-visit 
significant moments in the life of Wisdom Jesus and hold them in our hearts until we 
are seeing through the eyes of Love.

(1) BIRTH 
Song:  Jesus Came Bringing Us Hope   #33 MV

Reading:
O  
O for wonder and surprise.  
O for hope and delight.   
O for the breaking in of God among us. 

As the poet says ….

“He is not standing afar off waiting for us to draw nigh,
    but is a God who sought us out,
    striving ever to enter,
    trying doors, strategically planning
           making himself as small as a child
           and lying down on the doorstep of the world.” (Walt Whitman)

The Mystery of Christmas breaks in with Love. 

At the end of the reading, the Reader picks up a piece of fabric and lays it on the path. 

(2) BAPTISM & BLESSING
Reading: Luke 3: 21-23
“When all the people were baptized, Jesus also came to be baptized. And while Jesus 
was praying, the skies opened and the Holy Spirit descended on the Anointed One in 
visible form, like a dove. And a voice from heaven said, “You are my Own, my Beloved. 
On you my favour rests.” (Inclusive Bible) 

Reading:
God is not out there. 
God is here among us
God enters the world in one Child, and in every child.
God’s presence is enfolded into every element of life.
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Luke gives us this picture of the Spirit of God funnelled into the universe 
in the form of a dove, the most ordinary of birds.

And we have the words that claimed and cherished Jesus
“You are my Own, my beloved.”

God is not out there. 
God is “the beat behind the being of all things” as the poet Malcom Guite writes.
God is not out there. 

God is with us. 
We are close to the heartbeat of Life 
Listen closely and this week you will surely hear:  
You are my beloved. You are my delight. 

Allow a moment of silent prayer for listening … pick up a piece of fabric and lays it on the path. 

(3) CALL
Song:   Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom, #10 VU

Reading:
That 30 year old young adult who went public in a splash of light and love, 
still calls disciples to a path of compassion and love. 

Compassion is to be moved inwardly. 
It is a “quivering of the heart” or a stirring in the gut.

“Whatever God does, the first outburst is always compassion.”   
This is the insight of the 12th century mystic Meister Eckhart.

The practice of compassion is never easy. It is a commitment, but it often takes 
us where we don’t want to go, or claims space we don’t want to give, or costs 
more than we’d like.
 
Compassion is a commitment. 
How do we follow?   

Allow a moment of silent prayer for listening … and then pick up a piece of fabric and lays it 
on the path. 
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(4) HEALER 
Reading: Luke 6: 6-7
“On the Sabbath, Jesus came to teach in a synagogue where there was a person with a 
withered right hand. The religious scholars and the pharisees were looking for a reason 
to accuse Jesus , so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the Sabbath.”  

Reading:
And on a Sabbath, the disciples are with Jesus in the synagogue.  
The watchers are here. 
Also present is a man suffering with a withered hand.  
Facing controversy head on, Jesus asks:  
“Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath,  
to save life or to destroy it?”
And he calls to the man and commands: Stretch out your hand.  
And his hand was restored.

Human need, suffering, takes priority over sacred ritual.

Jesus doesn’t condemn Sabbath practice. The tradition is important.  
He upholds this.
He does redefine what is most important. 
People. Human need. Real Encounter. 

When we find ourselves standing in the midst of human need, real encounters, 
we know we are created for such a time as this. 

At the end of the reading, the Reader picks up a piece of fabric and lays it on the path.

(5) PARABLE-MAKER
Song:  The Kingdom of God #146 MV

Reading:
Jesus was always talking about the kingdom of God that is here now, yet not 
fully here, especially in his parables. It was a way of inviting us to use our 
imaginations to imagine what God’s beloved community, might look like so we 
would recognize it — right here in our own lives. Parables help us glimpse the 
Kingdom of God that is beyond us, within us, among us -  yet not fully here. 
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We may think of the Kingdom of God as a place we go to after we die, if we 
have been good. Perhaps it is. I believe, along with the mystic teacher Cynthia 
Bourgault, that the kingdom of God is “not a place you go to, but a place you 
come from.”  

“It’s a whole new way of looking at the world, a transformed awareness that literally 
turns the world into a different place.” - Cynthia Bourgault

Imagine. We come from the Kingdom of God, God’s beloved community, and 
we are born into this world. Perhaps the memory of this “place”, this 
consciousness remains in us: That’s how we know beauty and love when we see 
it, that’s how the Kingdom of God is among us because we are fragments of 
God’s beloved community. 

Maybe the kingdom of God is a like a kaleidoscope, made of beautifully 
coloured fragments that twist and turn into patterns that allow us to glimpse 
Love beyond us, Love among us, Love between us, Love within us.

At the end of the reading, the Reader picks up a piece of fabric and lays it on the path.

(6) ON THE ROAD: FIERCELY LOVED
Luke 13:31-35 (NRSV)

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me,[a] ‘Listen, I am 
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 
finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it 
is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 
city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired 
to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until 
the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”

Reading:
Jesus calls Herod a fox. It’s an acknowledgement that the world is not always a 
safe place. Bad things happen. There is suffering, calamity and tragedy. There is 
illness, heartache and death. 

Jesus response is lament. And he offers one of the most beautiful images in 
scripture. 
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How often have I longed to gather my children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings. 

He didn’t exactly pick a big strong bird to counter a fox. (A hen? Really!)

Jesus means what he says. It’s all about Love. His wasn’t a random death. He 
steadfastly faced Jerusalem, lamenting and in love. 

We are loved with a Love that will never let go; a love that re-makes us not 
because we did anything wrong, but because God’s deepest desire is for us to 
know know our 
own belovedness.

Christ the Mother loves us fiercely, fully and completely. 

Allow a moment of silent prayer … and then pick up a piece of fabric and lays it on the path. 

(7)  PALM SUNDAY

“A cheering, chanting, dizzy crowd had stripped the green trees bare,
And hailing Christ as king aloud, waved branches in the air.
They laid their garments in the road and spread his path with palms
and vows of lasting love bestowed with royal hymns and psalms.     - Thomas H. Troeger

Our blessing bowl holds scraps of fabric, pieces of garments. Let these be our prayers. 
As we sing our song, come if you wish and take a handful of scraps and let them be the 
prayers that are praying in you and scatter them wildly on this path. 

Song: #8 And On This Path  MV

Blessing.
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